OHLONE COLLEGE
ENGLISH 162-08 - Developmental Reading
Spring 2015 TTH: 11:00am – 12:35pm
Instructor:
Office:
Phone:
Office Hours:
E-mail:
Other Contact:

Rakesh Swamy
HH-224
(510) 979-7457
MW: 8:45-9:45 a.m. & T: 1:00-2:00 p.m.
rswamy@ohlone.edu
http://rswamy.wikispaces.com (Most important site)
http://www.facebook.com/profswamy

TEXTS:
Mather & McCarthy
Sayers, Kari
Nist, Sherrie

Racing Ahead with Reading
Views and Values
Improving Vocabulary Skills – short version, (4th ed.)

Lab Program:

MyReadingLab

(Purchase Access Code)

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:
The student will:
1.
Identify stated and implied main ideas and supporting details in various readings, such as essays,
newspaper and magazine articles, textbooks, short novels or nonfiction works.
2.
Identify the differences between fact and opinion, make appropriate inferences and draw
reasonable conclusions.
3.
Identify the thesis and understand the organizational pattern in longer works.
4.
Use context clues, word analysis, and the dictionary to increase reading vocabulary.
5.
Use the appropriate study skills for college course work, including summarizing, outlining, and
taking notes from texts.

Earning a Degree or Certificate from Ohlone College
Earning an associate degree or certificate from Ohlone can increase your likelihood of getting hired for a
new job, increase your earning potential as an employee, and decrease your chance of being
unemployed. Ohlone has almost 200 associate degrees and certificates from which you can choose—
ranging from Certificates of Accomplishment (7+ units) to an Associate in Arts or Associate in Science
with 60+ units. See a counselor and go online to consider available degrees and certificates.
http://www.ohlone.edu/catalog/20112012/cat058-113-curriculumguides.pdf

ASSIGNMENTS:
Classwork & Homework
Homework assignments will be handed out in class. Homework assignments must be done before class
begins and are due on the date given. Most assignments will be discussed and corrected during class.
Late assignments will not be accepted. Students who have been absent must turn in their assignments
one class meeting after their return. Label all work that you submit very clearly with your name, text
used, chapters, page numbers, etc. If you have been absent, write “absent” on your work. I WILL
NOT ACCEPT ANY ASSIGNMENTS VIA EMAIL. Check the course website and calendar to know
what you have missed. Make a friend:
Classmate 1:____________________ Ph./Email:__________________________
Classmate 2: ____________________Ph/Email:__________________________
You will be required to dedicate a lot of out-of-class hours doing extra reading and completing
assignments.
Recreational Reading
Recreational reading (for the purpose of this class) refers to novels and other readings of personal
interest to you. This is very important in the development of comprehension skills, vocabulary and
reading fluency. You should be reading something that you enjoy.

TESTS AND QUIZZES:
Make-up tests must be arranged with the Instructor the day you return from an absence. You may make
up only one missed test. No make-ups will be given on vocabulary tests and quizzes. Repeat: No
make-ups on Vocabulary.

GRADING:
Your course grade will be determined as follows:
Tests and Quizzes
40%
Class work & Homework
10%
Attendance & Participation
10%
Lab Work
25%
Final Exam
15%

The following grade scale is used:
90% -- 100% = A
80% -- 89% = B
70% -- 79% = C
60% -- 69% = D
0% -- 59% = F

Students must average 70% or better on their test scores, quizzes, and final exam in order to demonstrate
reading proficiency and to receive a grade of C or better in the class. Once the 70% is achieved, your
class work, homework, attendance and participation, and lab work grades will be added to determine
your final grade.
ATTENDANCE & ETIQUETTE:
Because most of the skill building activities for the development of good reading skills must be done
during class hours, class attendance is essential. BE ON TIME. Since this is a college course, students
are required to conduct themselves in an appropriate manner.
Attendance:
To succeed in this class, your regular attendance and participation is necessary. Your thoughts
and insights are important because they provide different perspectives. Also, to become better readers, it
is necessary to practice reading. If you are absent for any reason, it is your responsibility to get the
assignments. For your information, more than 4 absences will result in dropping one letter grade.
Excessive absences (6 or more) will result in a failing grade.
Coming to class late is disruptive, so you should plan on being in class at least five minutes
before the beginning. LATE will be counted as absent. If you come in late during a quiz or test, you
will not be allowed to take that quiz or test. Part of your classroom grade will be based on your
attendance when roll is taken at the beginning of class. When I am done with roll, I will not go back to
it. No credit will be given if you are not on time. Any form of disturbance that interferes with
learning in the classroom WILL NOT BE TOLERATED.
Review the Spring 2014 Schedule of Classes or consult the Admissions and Records office for all dates
regarding withdrawals. I will not withdraw any student from the class; therefore, it is your
responsibility to meet any drop/ withdrawal dates. I will drop disruptive and habitually late
students.
The following are some deadlines you must be aware of:
February 8
deadline to drop a class and receive a refund
February 8
deadline to drop a class without a grade
April 24
deadline to drop a class and receive a “W” (withdrawal)
English Learning Center (ELC/Reading Lab)
You are required to complete a set amount of Reading Lab work for this course. Failure to do this lab
work will result in a failing grade. You can proceed through the lab work as rapidly as you can, but
you must put thought and effort in your work. Part of your lab work lab work is available online at the
URL provided in this syllabus. In addition to the ELC staff, reading instructors are also scheduled to
work in the ELC to assist you with questions you may have about reading. There will be a detailed
orientation to the Reading Lab given by your instructor.

Here are some very important things to pay attention to:
1.

When you are assigned a reading, please DO NOT come to class without reading.

2.

All written assignments should be done in its entirety. Half-hearted attempts will not receive any
credit. If a question has a few parts, answer all the parts. Staple all work; I will not collect nor
give credit for any unstapled and incomplete work.

3.

Make-up homework or tests are to be made up as soon as possible. I do not allow late make-ups
of any sort. You are allowed only ONE make-up test from the Short Stories text and the main
text. No make-ups from the Improving Vocabulary Skills text.

4.

Part of your college experience is to learn to respect time. I DO NOT LIKE people coming to my
class late. If you come late during a quiz or test, you will not be allowed to take the quiz or
test. Success in life (work, relationships, family, etc.) comes to those who respect time and do
things in a timely manner. Our goal here at Ohlone is to model real-life challenges you are likely
to face beyond college. One way to do this is to help you manage your time.

5.

Leaving early: I dislike people leaving my class early. You have made a commitment to spend a
fixed amount of time with me; I will hold you to that commitment. If you leave early, you will
be marked absent and no credit will be given for any assignment or quiz done in class. For
extreme emergencies, you should make prior arrangements with me. NO LAST MINUTE
NOTICES!

6.

I HAVE ZERO TOLERANCE FOR CHEATING OF ANY TYPE IN MY COURSE.
Plagiarism is also considered a form of cheating. If you are caught cheating in this course, you
will receive no credit for your work, dropped from the course, and reported to the VP of Student
Services for disciplinary action.

7.

Technology: We will be using a certain amount of technology in this course. We will be using
laptops/desktops/mobile devices for certain activities. Remember, when using technology in the
classroom, it is for the prescribed academic purpose only. They should NOT be used for personal
emails, social-networking sites, or other inappropriate or unapproved content. You will use the
computers when asked to do so for class-related work.

8.

All electronic items should be turned off before class begins. If your phone rings by accident,
TURN IT OFF. Do not look to see whose calling or do not answer your phone; it is very rude.
Your class in one of the most important events of your life. Put your phone out of sight. If you I
see your phone anywhere (in your hand, on the desk, on the floor, etc.), I will take it away. It will
affect your participation grade negatively.

9.

Listen, Listen, and Listen! It is imperative that you listen and pay attention. It is VERY RUDE to
talk when I am talking or when a classmate is trying to contribute to the class. Besides, it doesn’t
help your participation grade.

Computer Classroom Rules:
It is a privilege to be in a classroom with lots of technology. Please do not abuse this opportunity. I use a
lot of technology to teach this course. The technology in this classroom is expensive and difficult to
maintain. These computers are for academic purposes only.

When you come into the classroom, do not use the computers until I tell you to do so. When working on
a particular assigned program, please do not surf the web or check your emails, chat, etc. Failure to
follow these procedures will result in you being dropped from the course.
Always logout and tidy up the computer area before exiting the classroom.

Textbooks:

Racing Ahead with Reading
Views and Values
Improving Vocabulary Skills

RAR
VV
IVS

Week

Activity

Text

1

Introductions, Testing, Syllabus
Chs. 1&2 Worksheets
Vocabulary in Context Ch. 1

IVS
TS

2

Vocabulary in Context Part 1
Chs. 1&2 Quiz
Chs. 3&4 Worksheets
Short Story

RWR
IVS
IVS
VV

3

Main Idea Ch. 1
Ch. 5 Worksheet
Chs. 3&4 Quiz

RWR
IVS
IVS

4

Supporting Details Ch. 1
Chs. 6&7 Worksheets
Unit 1 Quiz (Chs. 1-5)
Short Story

RWR
IVS
IVS
VV

5

Supporting Details/implied MI Ch. 1 &2
Chs. 8&9 Worksheets
Chs. 6&7 Quiz
Short Story

RWR
IVS
IVS
VV

6

Implied Main Idea Ch.2
Ch. 10 Worksheet
Chs. 8&9 Quiz
Short Story

RWR
IVS
IVS
VV

7

Patterns of Organization Ch. 3
Chs. 11&12 Worksheets
Unit 2 Quiz (Chs. 6-10)
Chs. 21-25

RWR
IVS
IVS
VV

8

Tone and Purpose Ch. 4
Chs. 11&12 Quiz
Short Story

9

SPRING BREAK March 23-29

10

Inference Ch. 5
Ch. 15 Worksheet
Chs. 13&14 Quiz
Short Story

RWR
IVS
IVS
VV

11

Fact and Opinion Ch. 6
Chs. 16&17 Worksheets
Unit 3 Quiz (Chs. 11-15)
Short Story

RWR
IVS
IVS
VV

12

Visual Aids Ch. 7
Chs. 18&19 Worksheets
Chs. 16&17 Quiz
Short Story

RWR
IVS
IVS
VV

13

Textbook Selections Ch. 10
Ch. 20 Worksheet
Chs. 18&19 Quiz
Short Story

RWR
IVS
IVS
VV

14

Textbook Selections Ch. 10
Unit 4 Quiz (Chs. 16-20)
Short Story

RWR
IVS
VV

15

Combined Skill readings in Subject Area Ch. 11
Short Story

RWR
VV

16

Catch-up and Review for final exam

FINAL:

162-08 Tuesday, May 21, 2015

RWR
IVS
VV

12:00p.m. – 2:00p.m.

Buy enough scantrons for different quizzes in this course. If you do not have scantrons, you will not
be allowed to take the test.
* Note: This course outline is subject to change as the semester progresses. Extra reading taken from the textbook and
other relevant sources will be added. I always keep the Wiki calendar and notes updated, so it is a good place to go to
know what is going on in this course.

